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CAST OF CHARACTERS

ANNOUNCER 1, a voice 
ANNOUNCER 2, a different voice 
THE BUS, a computer generated voice 
ELON MUSK, a pre-recorded voice track and, if available, a hologram  

The play takes place on  a prototype of an autonomous 
(self-driving) bus.  Depending upon the theatre, the 
staging may be high tech (HT) or low tech (LT) or some 
combination. 

If the budget does not allow for actors, replace all 
voices with computer-generated voices. Adjust tone, 
volume, and speed as appropriate.

HT: The ideal staging is to have an actual Tesla Bus on 
stage. If, for some reason, the autonomous bus is not 
available, then it is possible to use a regular transit 
bus. LT: in a pinch, the bus can be represented by seats 
and benches arranged to some degree as per the Musk bus. 
Chalk the outline of the bus on the floor and / or use 
simple 2 x 4 wood frame to represent the doors of the 
bus.

HT: If available, create a visually immersive environment 
by  using many screens of various sizes positioned both 
‘on stage’ or ‘around the scene’ and surrounding the 
audience. Most of the screens show the appropriate 
backgrounds to accompany the recorded soundtrack. 2 
screens, one at the back of the stage and one stage left, 
show footage of an actual Musk Bus driving along crowded 
roadways and navigating various obstacles. LT: The 
soundtrack + the audience imagination.

A bus stop and bench are positioned Front Left.

When the audience enters the theatre, they either LT: 
drop the tear off ticket stub into a fare box set up at 
the theatre entrance or HT: press their ticket to a 
scanner, exactly as with a bus pass or ticket. A fixed 
number of randomly selected audience members are directed 
to the front of the stage where they wait at the bus stop 
until the show begins.

Recordings piped through the speakers instruct the 
audience to take their seats, turn off their cell phones, 
visit the bathroom before departure, et cetera

ANNOUNCER 1
Five minutes until curtain, please take 
your seats. 
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ANNOUNCER 2
This is a theatre. To minimize 
disturbance during the performance, a 
signal blocker will be in place. You will 
not be able to receive calls or messages 
for the duration of this show. Out of 
respect to your fellow passengers, we 
request that you also turn off and put 
away any alarms, radios, pagers, nervous 
ticks, coughs, and any other noise-making 
device, until after you leave the 
theatre.

ANNOUNCER 1
Thank you. 

Please take your seats.

( 4 minute pause)

ANNOUNCER 1
One minute until curtain, please take 
your seats. 

ANNOUNCER 2 
This is a theatre. To minimize 
disturbance during the performance, a 
signal blocker has been put in place. You 
will not be able to receive calls or 
messages for the duration of this show. 
Out of respect to your fellow passengers, 
we request that you also turn off and put 
away any alarms, radios, pagers, nervous 
ticks, coughs, and any other noise-making 
device, until after you leave the 
theatre.

ANNOUNCER 1
Thank you. 

Please take your seats. 

Thank you. 
Thank you. Thank you.

It is curtain time. Thank you. Please. 

ANNOUNCER 2
Theatre sensors indicate you are not in 
your seat.

Yes, you. 
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ANNOUNCER 1
seats thank 

ANNOUNCER 2
This is a theatre. Theatre sensors 
indicate you are not in your seat.
Please take your seats.

ANNOUNCER 1
Thank you. 

ANNOUNCER 2 
Theatre sensors indicate you are not in 
your seat.

ANNOUNCER 1
Please take your seats.

SCENE 1: AT THE BUS STOP

(Lights up)

SOUND - TRAFFIC NOISES 
- INCLUDING THE SOUND 

OF SEVERAL BUSES 
DRIVING PAST.

(Several audience members stand or sit waiting for the 
bus.)

SOUND - THE SOUND OF A 
BUS PULLING OVER TO THE 

CURB. 

VIDEO - A HOLOGRAM OF 
ELON MUSK (EMH) DRESSED 

AS A BUS DRIVER IS 
PROJECTED IN THE SEAT 
OF THE DRIVER. IT IS 

SYNCHED WITH THE ELON 
MUSK SOUNDTRACK. 

(EMH stands up and exits the bus with a hop, skip, and a 
jump. EMH walks to Front Centre, removes driver’s cap, 
and, with a flourish, bows to the people at the bus stop 
and to the theatre audience. Lights fade to dark except 
for where EMH is, or, if using on-bus seating, a 
spotlight at the bus stop.)

ELON MUSK
Welcome, welcome my friends, welcome to 
TheatreX. 
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(EMH gestures broadly all around.)

(Pause)

ELON MUSK (CONT’D)
My friends this theatre is designed to 
take you on the safest bus ride of your 
life.  

Now I don’t want to keep you waiting but 
before we begin, 

lights please

(Lights up on the bus)

take a look behind me and at the details 
on the screen above…  isn’t she 
beautiful!

This bus,  this bus, this bus is  is
this bus is a work of art.  

(EMH walks up and down the stage and gestures toward the 
bus, screen, and audience members.)

ELON MUSK (CONT’D)
Don’t you agree?  

ELON MUSK (CONT’D)
Y’know, Pablo Picasso said                                                        
         "Art washes from the soul, the 
dust of everyday life.”  1

Don’t you agree? 

I hope so.  And I hope you also you also 
will agree that electric cars and trucks 
and buses are good for the environment 
and fully automated, I mean autonomous, 
is even better for the environment, and 
better for you, for all of us. And I hope 
you’ll be as excited as I am by our 
newest prototype for a fleet of fully 
automa- autonomous electric buses. Say 
goodbye to fixed routes. Say good bye to 
long waits at the bus stop. Say good bye 
to sudden stops, wrong turns, missed 
stops, and crabby drivers.  

(EMH bows to recorded applause)

 Quote posted by Elon Musk on Twitter, 4 February 2017. Retrieved 7 February 2017, https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1

828018446873006080
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Electric buses? You probably wonder how I 
came to that. 

Well, it goes back to when I was in  in 
University, I thought about what  what 
are the problems that are most likely to 
affect the future of the world, or the 
future of humanity- - I think it’s it’s  
extremely important  that we have 
sustainable transport / and sustainable 
engine production. That sort of overall 
sustainable energy problem is the biggest 
problem that that we have to solve this 
century. 
Independent of environmental concerns, 
uh,infact, even if producing CO2 is good 
for the environment, given that it’s uh 
we’re gonna run out of hydrocarbons, we 
need to find some uh sustainable means of 
operating./2

Thank you, thank you. 

Now, I want you all to know that this new 
bus of ours is an important step toward 
empowering us to achieve sustainability. 

This bus is amazing! And, despite what 
some of you think, it’s not just good for 
rich people, it’s good for all of us!

Part of the reason I wrote the first 
master plan was to defend against the 
inevitable attacks Tesla would face 
accusing us of just caring about making 
cars for rich people, implying that we 
felt there was a shortage of sports car 
companies or some other bizarre 
rationale. 

Unfortunately, the blog didn't stop 
countless attack articles on exactly 
these grounds, so it pretty much 
completely failed that objective.3

 oh well

 Elon Musk interview at TED. Retrieved on YouTube 7 February 2017: https://youtu.be/Qi4U-2

Q2Ca_A

Elon Musk, Master Plan, Part Deux. July 20, 2016. Retrieved 7 February 2017 https://www.tesla.com/blog/master-plan-part-deux3
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ELON MUSK (CONT’D) 

However, the main reason was to explain 
how our actions fit into a larger 
picture, so that they would seem less 
random. 

The point of all this was, and remains, 
accelerating the advent of sustainable 
energy,  so that we can imagine far into 
the future and life is still good. That's 
what "sustainable" means. It's not some 
silly, hippy thing -- it matters for 
everyone. By definition, we must at some 
point achieve a sustainable energy 
economy or we will run out of fossil 
fuels to burn and civilization will 
collapse. Given that we must get off 
fossil fuels anyway and that virtually 
all scientists agree that dramatically 
increasing atmospheric and oceanic carbon 
levels is insane, the faster we achieve 
sustainability, the better.  And, mark 4

my words, this new fleet is one of the 
best way’s to address the sustainability 
challenges and is going to help make that 
day come sooner.

And now, I invite you all to say hello to 
Tesla’s new model Musk Bus FT. This bus 
has no driver. This bus takes you right 
to your door. This bus has a full roster 
of onboard cameras and sensors to allow 
it to detect and avoids obstacles and 
difficult conditions. It stops on a dime, 
tracks traffic and roadworks to provide 
the best route possible and save us all 
time and money.  Come’on now people,let’s 
get this show on the road, CLIMB ABOARD!

(Gesturing with a bow and a flourish toward the front 
door of the bus.)

SOUND - THE SOUND OF A 
BUS STARTING UP. 

VIDEO - A HOLOGRAM OF 
ELON MUSK GESTURING TO 
THE BUS(EMH). IF USING 
SCREENS, SHOW FOOTAGE 

OF THE STREETS 

 Elon Musk, Master Plan, Part Deux. July 20, 2016. Retrieved 7 February 2017 https://www.tesla.com/blog/master-plan-part-deux4
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IMMEDIATELY AROUND THE 
THEATRE.

THE BUS 
Welcome dear passengers. My name is Russ. 
I will be your bus for today. I am named 
Russ because it suggests ‘rusty’ and one 
of my builders has a peculiar sense of 
humour.  

Please board now. 
Please hold your ticket to the scanner or 
put your fare in the box. Please speak 
your destination address into the 
microphone or type it in the pad below. 

The onboard computer will determine our 
route. For mapping information please see 
the screen on the back of the seat in 
front of you. 
Thank you. 

I will inform you when we are approaching 
your destination. Please listen for the 
announcements. 
Thank you. 

Please offer your seat to those who are 
disabled, pregnant, or less able to 
stand. 
Thank you.

Please keep to the rear. 

Please respect your fellow passengers. 
Please 
Thank you.

(Passengers waiting at the bus stop follow the 
instructions, board the bus and punch in or say their 
destinations.)

SOUND - THE SOUND OF A 
BUS PULLING OUT AND 

DRIVING.  

VIDEO - THE HOLOGRAM OF 
ELON MUSK WAVES TO THE 

AUDIENCE AND EXITS 
STAGE RIGHT.

ELON MUSK
Signing off now.

Challenge 7 Fully Autonomous jSb



" .  9

SOUND - THE SOUND OF A 
BUS DRIVING AND OF 

SURROUNDING TRAFFIC 
NOISE.  

SOUND & VIDEO - LIKE A 
CAR DRIVING VIDEO GAME 
THE SCREENS SHOW CITY 
STREETS GOING BY AND 

THE BUS AVOIDING 
VARIOUS OBSTACLES. A 
CHILD WITH A BALL IS 

SHOWN RUNNING INTO THE 
ROAD. THE BUS SCREECHES 

AND AVOIDS THE CHILD. 

THE BUS
Next stop ___123 address #1____. 
Predicted arrival in 3 minutes 27 
seconds. Please prepare to disembark.

Please prepare to disembark. Caution, 
caution. There is a pedestrian in the 
roadway. Hazard in the road. 

The bus may stop suddenly. Please remain 
seated. 

Please keep to the rear of the bus. Thank 
you.

(The remainder of the show has a video and/or descriptive 
audio showing a series of hazards that the bus avoids : 
pedestrians, skateboarders, other buses, cars, mopeds, 
bicycles, cats, dogs, out of control baby carriages, et 
cetera)

THE BUS
Next stop ___123 address #1____. 
Predicted arrival in 3 minutes 22 
seconds. Please prepare to disembark.

SOUND - THE SOUND OF A 
BUS DRIVING AND OF 

SURROUNDING TRAFFIC 
NOISE. SOUNDS OF 

SCREECHING WHEN THE BUS 
STOPS SUDDENLY FOR 

OBSTACLES, SOUNDS OF 
OTHER VEHICLES HONKING 

AT THE BUS.  
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SOUND & VIDEO - LIKE A 
CAR DRIVING VIDEO GAME 
THE SCREENS SHOW CITY 
STREETS GOING BY AND 

THE BUS AVOIDING 
VARIOUS OBSTACLES. A 

BICYCLE SWERVES 
SUDDENLY IN FRONT OF 

THE BUS. THE BUS 
SCREECHES AND AVOIDS 

CYCLIST.

THE BUS
Next stop ___123 address #1____. 
Predicted arrival in 3 minutes 17 
seconds. Please prepare to disembark.

Caution, caution. There is a bicycle in 
the roadway. Hazard in the road. 

The bus may stop suddenly. Please remain 
seated. 

Please keep to the rear of the bus.

(THE BUS announcements for each address are interspersed 
with the avoidance of hazards and description of passing 
landscape specific to the city and neighbourhood in which 
the show is staged. The remainder of the ‘audience 
passengers’ are ‘driven’ to their destinations.)

SOUND - THE SOUND OF A 
BUS DRIVING, PULLING 

OVER AND STOPPING. 
SURROUNDING TRAFFIC 

NOISE.

THE BUS
Arriving at ___123 address #1____. Would 
the passenger going to ___123 address 
#1____please prepare to disembark. Please 
remain seated until the bus comes to a 
full stop. Thank you.

 
et cetera

THE BUS
Terminus, terminus. All remaining 
passengers please prepare to disembark. 
Thank you.

 SOUND - THE SOUND OF A 
BUS DRIVING, PULLING 
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OVER, STOPPING, AND THE 
ENGINE SHUTTING OFF.

(pause)

 SILENCE.

(EMH re-enters from stage right.)

ELON MUSK
Thank you everyone for coming. We hope 
you enjoyed the ride and look forward to 
seeing you again when we get the fleet 
fully operational and on a roadway near 
you.  

Until next time! 
And y’all come back now y’hear.

(EMH bows repeatedly to the audience.)

ANNOUNCER 1
Thank you for coming. 

The demonstration is over. Please exit 
the theatre. 

Thank you. 
Thank you. Thank you.

ELON MUSK
Oh yeah, I almost forgot, if you’d like 
more information about our autonomous bus 
and the Master Plans, please visit 
tesla.com

ANNOUNCER 1
Thank you for coming. 

The demonstration is over. Please exit 
the theatre. 

Please exit the theatre.
Please exit the theatre.
Please exit the theatre.

ANNOUNCER 2
This is a theatre. Theatre sensors 
indicate you are not in your seat.

Please take your seats.
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ANNOUNCER 1
Thank you. 
Please exit the theatre.

Thank you. 

AANNOUNCER 2 
Theatre sensors indicate you are not in 
your seat.

ANNOUNCER 1
Thank you.

Please take your seats.

ELON MUSK
Signing off now.

(End of play)

NOTE TO SEBASTIAN, re:”justify what makes your immersive/
site-responsive/actor-less project a piece of theatre... 
whatever the heck that means”

The aspects that make this piece theatrical rather than 
immersive are:

• the piece occurs at a set time and lasts for a 
particular duration

• the audience is welcomed into a space (the theatre & the 
bus) which is specific to the piece. Only those viewers 
who enter the designated space are privy to and/or part 
of the spectacle.

• the audio and/or video tracks of the voices, sounds, 
obstacles, et cetera, create a problem with interest and 
an unfolding of action that is theatrical, and 
resolution (e.g. detecting and then almost hitting a 
bicyclist but swerving to avoid it.) Overall there is an 
unfolding of action… the suspense of waiting for the bus 
to go, following the route, and finishing the journey. 

• The presentation finished with an exhortation from EMH 
to look out for the fleet on roadways in the near 
future…. this creates suspense and anticipation for 
more, a sequel if you will.

• because it is a piece of theatre to be performed at the 
future Elon Musk theatre, TheatrX.
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