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CAST OF CHARACTERS

BOBBY 
JO “Bang Bang” carrying an ornate oversized key, a tablet or 
smartphone, and wearing an earphone. 
STEPH WATSON, just someone reading on the bus. 
2 YOUNG WOMEN, dressed for a night on the town (and it was last 
night)  
RADIO ANNOUNCER 
EARL’S BROTHER 
EARL’S OTHER BROTHER 
EARL’S MOTHER 
MARLA 
BETTS 
BUS DRIVER, wears a uniform that is a bit small. Has a small radio 
playing. 

The play takes place mainly on a bus.  This can be an 
actual bus with the side facing the audience removed, or 
it can be represented by seats and benches arranged to 
some degree as per a transit bus- see attached diagram- a 
bus door with mechanism would be a nice addition to this.  

SCENE 1: ON THE BUS

(Lights up)

(BOB and JO sit in a 2 seater around mid-way down the 
bus. BOB looks out the window, JO plays with the tablet. 
STEPH sits toward the back. There are a few other people 
on the bus but most of the seats are empty. The radio is 
playing. The driver hums softly, or sings, along with the 
music.)

SOUND: RADIO INSIDE & 
OUTSIDE TRAFFIC NOISES, 

CARS GOING PAST, THE 
EXHALATIONS OF A BUS AS 

IT DRIVES ALONG. 

RADIO ANNOUNCER
Welcome back folks i hope y’all enjoyed 
that little interlude. It’s now 3:45 am 
on this beautiful night but i have to 
warn you the Weather Monster is calling 
for unusual conditions and sudden squalls 
so watch out y’all and be safe. Now i got 
a few more tunes for ya about the magic 
uh love to take ya to the news at 4…
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RADIO: SANTANA’S BLACK 
MAGIC WOMAN.

BUS DRIVER

(hums and sings softly)

BLACK MAGIC WOMAN 
GOT A BLACK MAGIC WOMAN 
GOT A BLACK MAGIC WOMAN  
YES, I GOT A BLACK MAGIC WOMAN

BOBBY

(stands, pushes past JO, calls loudly to the driver, and 
strides toward the front of the bus)

Stop! Pull over. You missed that stop, 
there’s 2 girls. They’re running and 
they’re almost here!

(the DRIVER opens the door, BOBBY points)

SOUND: NOISES OF THE 
BUS PULLING OVER AND 

OPENING THE DOOR.

(STEPH looks up from the book and JO stands. Everyone on 
the bus turns to look out toward the 2 girls  )

JO 
Bang bang!
Bang bang!

(Jo holds a large ornate key and aims it as if it were a 
gun. Jo points the key toward each person on the bus and 
repeats Bang Bang! No one reacts)

YOUNG WOMEN

(In unison)

Hi! We didn’t think you saw us. Thank you 
for stopping.

YOUNG WOMAN 1

 (Fishes in her handbag and stuffs some money into the 
fare box.)

For both of us. We’re going to Biringan.

BUS DRIVER
Where?
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YOUNG WOMEN

(In singsong unison)

Biringan

BUS DRIVER
I never heard of it

YOUNG WOMAN 2

(Incredulous)

Really? You never heard of Biringan.

BUS DRIVER
Nope, not on my route.

YOUNG WOMAN 2

(with awe)

It is the most wonderful place. You 
should check it out.  It’s not far, we 
can show you.

BUS DRIVER
Where? You mean off my route?

YOUNG WOMAN 1
Not far. Only a little. If you turn right 
where that big stone building is up 
ahead, it’s just after that.

BUS DRIVER

(Looks around at the other passengers, shrugs.)

Okay, why not.

YOUNG WOMEN

(In singsong unison)

Thank you!! 

JO

(Pointing the key at the young women.)

Bang bang.  

Bang bang.
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YOUNG WOMEN

(Both YOUNG WOMEN make their hands into gun shapes with 
fingers pointed at JO.)

Bang bang.  Bang bang.

JO

(Grins then giggles then laughs loudly and slaps thighs. 
The women continue to short and the more they shoot, the 
more JO giggles and laughs.)

Bang bang.  Bang bang.

YOUNG WOMEN

Bang bang.  Bang bang.
Bang bang.  Bang bang.
Bang bang.  Bang bang.

(JO and the YOUNG WOMEN chase each other around the bus, 
point, and shout bang bang at one another and at the 
other passengers and at the DRIVER.)

YOUNG WOMEN

(Both start looking around and out the windows and rush 
to the front of the bus again)

This is it! Please stop! Thank you, thank 
you!!  Come, come…

(The women beckon to the other passengers.)

Come, come…

(JO starts to go but Bobby grabs JO’s arm.  No one else 
responds. The driver opens the door and out go the women)

YOUNG WOMEN

(In singsong unison)

Thank you!! 

YOUNG WOMAN 1
Won’t any of you come with us to 
Biringan?! Really?  It is so nice there. 
Do come!

(No one responds. The women sigh, say goodbye again, and 
disappear) (exit)

(off) 
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YOUNG WOMEN
Goodbye!  We miss you already.

(BOBBY lets go of JO)

SOUND: RADIO INSIDE & 
OUTSIDE TWITTERING 

BIRDSONG, THE BUS DOOR 
CLOSING, AND THE BUS 

PULLING OUT AND TURNING 
AROUND. 

(Everyone settles back into what they were doing before 
the appearance of the young women)

SOUND: THE BUS PULLING 
OVER AND TURNING AROUND 

AGAIN. AND AGAIN.

BUS DRIVER
Bloody hell, beery-who, now where in 
blasted hell are we.

SOUND: THE BUS PULLING 
OVER AND TURNING AROUND 

AGAIN. AND AGAIN.

BOBBY

(Stands, watches the driver, looks out the window. Pushes 
past JO, calls loudly to the driver, and strides toward 
the front of the bus)

You’re lost aren’t you?  I mean we’re 
lost aren’t we?

BUS DRIVER
Yeah, we’re lost. I don’t understand! I 
only took them 2 minutes off that main 
road, there was nowhere to get lost. We 
made no turns.  

Sure is weird. Beats the hell outta me 
boy.  But at least soon it will be day. 
We might as well stop and wait.

SOUND: THE BUS PULLING 
OVER AND PARKING.

(Lights fade. End of scene 1.)
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SCENE 2: OUTSIDE THE BUS

STEPH
This looks like my the Laurentians! I 
swear that could be the lake my 
grandparents had their cottage on.

BUS DRIVER

(Shaking head in wonderment.)

I don’t know how it could be. i really 
don’t understand. I called dispatch and 
he can’t see us on the satellite.

BOBBY 

Jo can check the GPS on that gadget. Hey 
Jo, come over here!

And I have heard of that place, Biringan. 
but It’s not anywhere near us, not a 
street anyway. My mum told me about it 
when i was a kid. Where she heard i dunno 
but she said it’s a city in a jungle. And 
it is sooo grand, you never saw grand 
like that. I used to dream of going 
there. I’d go deep under my covers with 
all my stuffed animals and make stories 
of being there.

(BUS DRIVER gives Bobby a ‘you are weird” kind of look)

BOBBY 

(Embarrassed)

Sorry. Sorry
Anyway, it is both the jungle and the 
city. 
And sometimes it’s in one place, and 
sometimes it’s in another place. 
She told me, my mother, that Biringan is 
a gleaming city encantos and the half-
encanto, their half-human progeny live. 
The encantos are you know, like spirits 
or something.  Wind. Poetry. Fire.  They 
are as old as the mountains and longer 
than rivers. They are shapeshifters and 
can appear to us in any form they wish, 
human or not. But when in human form, we 
can know them by how smooth it is between 
their nose and their lip. You know, that 
dent you have here below the nose and 
above the upper lip, well they don’t.  i 
betcha those women were encantos and just 
needed a lift home.
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 BUS DRIVER
Yeah, well we sure need a lift.  Dispatch 
figured it out and get this, we are on 
top of a mountain.  They’re sending a 
helicopter and i’ll believe it when i see 
it. Maybe.

(Lights fade. End of play.)

(off) 

Bang Bang   Bang Bang Bang Bang Bang Bang

Bang Bang
Bang Bang


