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CAST OF CHARACTERS

RADIO ANNOUNCER  
BUS DRIVER  
STEPH WATSON, just someone reading a book on a bench near a bus 
stop 
A PERSON  
B PERSON 
C PERSON 
RICHARD, a gray haired hippy handing out flyers for L’Action 
Boréale  1
GEOFF 
ELLIE 

The play takes place on a bus and on the sidewalk at an 
intersection where there is a bus stop and a traffic 
light. 

Down left there is a bench next to a bus stop and a 
garbage can. Up left a Diner,and a couple of shops, each 
perhaps represented by a doorway with a sign above it.  
Mid right is a bus - this can be an actual bus with the 
side facing the audience removed, or it can be 
represented by seats and benches arranged to some degree 
as per a transit bus- see attached diagram- a bus door 
with mechanism would be a nice addition to this.  

SCENE 1: WAITING 

(Lights up : Left)

(At a bus stop in front of “Alice’s 24-Hour Diner”. Early 
morning.  STEPH WATSON is sitting on the bench, ass on 
the back and feet on the seat. A book lies open on 
STEPH’s lap. A ceramic mug is on the bench next to, or 
held tight between, Steph’s feet. Several people are 
standing in line, including PERSONS A, B, and C. RICHARD 
stands at a small table to the right of the line. A sign 
affixed to the table says “SAUVEGARDEZ NOS FORÊTS! 
Protect Our Forests!” He holds a clipboard.)

 http://www.actionboreale.org1

http://www.actionboreale.org
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SOUND: TRAFFIC NOISES, 
CARS GOING PAST. A 

SIREN IN THE DISTANCE.

(GEOFF and ELLIE enter together stage right. RICHARD 
intercepts them with the clipboard and holds out a pen.)

RICHARD
Hello, Bonjour, Please, help fight for 
our forests and sign this petition!!! 
S’il vous plait sauvegardez nos forêts! 

GEOFF
Salut, hello? 
The forest?

RICHARD
yeah, you know, the boréale forêt??!! 
The pines and the spruce and the firs?
up there-
on the mountains!

(pointing) 

What’s left…

(GEOFF gazes dreamily to where RICHARD points.)

GEOFF
Oh, I see. Yes, yes, 
The mountains. Of course. 
I know those mountains.
We used to go, me and my family. 
Every year until I was about 10.
A cabin up north. Those were the best 
summers. Near a lake. Unforgettable! 
A truly fine place! Beautiful!!! Really.

(GEOFF sighs)

GEOFF (CONT’D)
A paradise even.  
Really special. Really really special.  
Saint-something-or-other. 
i think.

(GEOFF’s voice trails off. RICHARD still holds the pen 
toward GEOFF and waggles it emphatically. GEOFF ignores 
RICHARD and resumes talking. While GEOFF speaks, ELLIE 
takes the clipboard and pen, reads, signs, hands it back 
to RICHARD)

GEOFF (CONT’D)
Anyway, except for Dad, we used to go 
every summer from middle of July until 
just before labour day. Me and my sister 
Lizzie, well, we’d hardly go inside for a 
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minute. Mum would open the door after 
breakfast and tell us to get out and not 
come back til lunch. We must of been 
swimming in that lake a good 5 or even 10 
times a day. Lizzie was a real good 
swimmer too.  i remember one time she 
swam all the way across the lake.  Mr. 
Piote, the camp manager, he went beside 
her in the rowboat. 

And there were lots of other kids too. 
We’d catch toads and frogs and put them 
down each other’s shirts, or hide them in 
the bedsheets. And later in the season, 
if we picked enough raspberries or 
blueberries, Mum would make sugar 
pancakes for breakfast. My sister and i 
loved it! All of it. 

(RICHARD holds the pen and clipboard toward GEOFF and 
waggles the pen emphatically. GEOFF gazes off in the 
distance and ignores RICHARD.)

i think Mum loved it too. What i remember 
is she mostly just read novels all day. 
And she didn’t care how long we stayed 
out either. What a glorious time!

(A horn honks loudly and, startled, GEOFF comes back to 
the moment and looks at RICHARD as if just noticing him. 
GEOFF then reaches for the pen.) 

Sure, i’ll sign.

(PC looks over from the end of the line and shouts over, 
just as GEOFF is about to sign.)

PC
Hey???! Yeah you… you might want to read 
that before you sign, and besides, I read 
an article the other day that said 
Quebec’s Boreal forest is actually in 
pretty good shape. Might even be a 
climate change refuge or something.2

(Lights fade: End of Scene 1.)

SCENE 2: THE BUS ARRIVES 

(Lights up)

 http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/quebec-boreal-forest-could-be-climate-change-refuge-study Retrieved 9 February 2017.2

http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/quebec-boreal-forest-could-be-climate-change-refuge-study
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(RICHARD stands at the table. ELLIE and GEOFF have joined 
the line at the bus stop. PA looks belligerently at 
GEOFF.)

SOUND: TRAFFIC NOISES, 
CARS, TRUCKS, AND BUSES 

GOING PAST.

PC
Don’t you read shit before you sign man? 

(GEOFF looks startled and replies sheepishly.)

GEOFF
I’m sorry, i uh —

(ELLIE cuts him off and nods to PC)

SOUND: A BUS PULLING UP 
TO THE CURB, BUS DOORS 

OPENING

(The people waiting at the stop gather their belongings 
and continue to talk as they enter the bus.

SOUND: MUSIC FROM THE 
BUS RADIO 

ELLIE
It’s okay GEOFF, you didn’t actually sign 
anything foolish. 

 ELLIE looks from GEOFF to PC while talking.)

 ELLIE (CONT’D)
I know the organization and they do good 
work.  i did read the petition. It’s only 
one of many like it pushing government 
and industry to adopt policies and 
practices to safeguard the integrity of 
boreal forest ecosystems. The hope is to 
preserve and protect significant portions 
and good bloody luck I say but I suppose 
we have to fight, so yes, or course I 
signed. I can’t think why anyone 
wouldn’t.

(STEPH smiles at ELLIE.  ELLIE smiles back. STEPH, GEOFF, 
and ELLIE all take seats near the front of the bus. ELLIE 
bends her head to see what STEPH is reading.)

SOUND: NEWS BROADCAST 
ON THE BUS RADIO… ALL 

BAD, E.G. BOMBINGS, 
REPORTS OF WORLDWIDE 

ANTI-IMMIGRANT 
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POLICIES, MISSING 
ABORIGINAL WOMEN, ETC

ELLIE
For Whom The Bell Tolls?

STEPH
Hemingway. Brilliant writer. You haven’t 
read it? 

(ELLIE shakes her head.)

ELLIE
Nope. I saw a movie about him though. 
Seemed like a bit of a pompous jerk.

GEOFF
Yeah well,,, Great book! Maybe you saw 
the movie? 1940s, Gary Cooper, Ingrid 
Bergman… American hero hiding out in 
Spanish caves, fighting fascists til the 
end… and with his last gasp what must be 
one of the best closing lines ever…

…“The world is a fine place and worth 
fighting for and I hate very much to 
leave it”!

ELLIE
Kind of ironic isn’t it? 
Didn’t he kill himself?

STEPH
Yes, but Hemingway doesn’t say it, his 
character does. There is a difference you 
know.

ELLIE
Maybe. Whatever. I don’t know that I 
agree but it’s a good line anyway.

(ELLIE turns to GEOFF.)

ELLIE
Tomorrow’s Friday. Want to get out of 
town for the weekend? Drive up north, 
look for a nice lake to jump in?

(GEOFF grins.)

GEOFF
Sounds wonderful! 
It’s a plan. I know a really fine 
restaurant just off the autoroute and 
maybe we can get a booking in one of 
those spas they’ve been building. Go soak 
in a hot spring…
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(Lights fade: End of play.)


